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Parasitic Load Lab

Directions: answer the following questions and then complete the lab. FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS FOR SETTING UP AND ATTACHING THE METER.

1. All cars have a circuit that remains powered when the car is turned off. What is the electronic device that is primarily responsible for this, and why? What needs to stay powered? __________________________________________________________________

2. What should the typical parasitic draw be on a battery? _____________________

You are going to test the parasitic load of five vehicles. Make sure that you have the meter set to check for AMPS.  Hook the meter up in SERIES with the negative battery cable. That means that you must disconnect the battery cable.  You will also check the battery for voltage.
3. Car: _____________________


Battery voltage: __________________

Parasitic load: __________________

Pass
 or
Fail
4. Car: _____________________


Battery voltage: __________________

Parasitic load: __________________

Pass
 or
Fail

5. Car: _____________________


Battery voltage: __________________

Parasitic load: __________________

Pass
 or
Fail

6. Car: _____________________


Battery voltage: __________________

Parasitic load: __________________

Pass
 or
Fail

7. Car: _____________________


Battery voltage: __________________

Parasitic load: __________________

Pass
 or
Fail

8. What would be the cause for a large parasitic load? ______________________________
